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for an ambuscade. If his plans were at once to move farther
south, he altered them at this place. He no doubt studied
his scheme with care. He may have remembered his father's
able trapping of the Libyan rebels in the Tunisian defile.
He learned at the moment that Flaminius had left Cortona-
to follow him up. Divining from the impetuosity of his
character that his pursuit would be conducted in a headlong
manner, Hannibal, instead of keeping on towards Perusia,
bethought him again to attempt an ambuscade, not with a
small force, but with his entire army, in these same defiles of
the Lake of Trasimene. The idea was no sooner conceived
than acted on. It is the only instance in history of lying in
ambush with the whole of a large army.

The exact location of the battle is not stated by Polybius
or Livy, but on carefully comparing these authors with the
locality itself, it appears altogether probable that it took
place between the defile at modern Passignano and the hill
over which the road ascends on the way to modern Perugia.
The topography here not only admirably fits the statements
of these authors, but is exactly the place Hannibal would
have chosen for the work in hand. This is not the spot
selected by all modern critics, many of whom make the local-
ity of the battle between Borghetto and Passignano.

The plain at whose apex lay Arretium (Arezzo), and on
the eastern flank of which Cortona juts boldly out on a
mighty hillside commanding the valley, ends at Lake Trasi-
mene, the ranges on either hand spreading out and continu-
ing on around the lake. On the northeast shore, at modern
Borghetto, the range descends to the water side in a gently
sloping hill; then recedes so as to form a wide plain between
hills and lake; and again, at modern Passignano, it impinges
on the lake in a huge, bold headland, terminating in a preci-ing disaster as never before. Fabius
